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distant period of time, as being the principal pass 
whereby the people of North Munster, and 4hey of Con- 
naught," had communication with each other. "Portumna, 
viewed either in a civil or ecclesiastical point of view, 
will be found to compete with most of our baronial 
towns, especially in the former; for the members o£ 
the illustrious house of Clanricarde took such an 
active part in the affairs of government, respecting this 
and the sister kingdom, that to give but a hasty sketch 
of these momentous transactions, would swell this notice 
far beyond its proper limits. 

Notwithstanding the silence of history as to Portumna's 
being an ecclesiastical station, previous to the arrival of the 
English, it is probable that some religious order had 
settled in a place where there was a town for many cen- 
turies before Ireland became subject to the control of 
the sister kingdom. Had it not been situated on a noted 
pass of the Shannon, I should not hesitate to say it was an 
ecclesiasticalstation,longbefore the landing of theEnglish ; 
for most of our ancient towns sprung up around reli- 
gious establishments. I make the above remark because 
some writers seem as if the first religious house erected at 
Portumna was in the fifteenth century, for Dominican 
friars ; whereas the Cistercian monks of Dunbrody (a 
monastery founded in 1182) had a chapel here, dedicated 
to St. Peter and St. Paul, which depended on their mo- 
nastery, in the county of Wexford. 

At what time Portumna was forsaken by the Cistercians 
13 unknown ; but it is very probable that it was given up 
but a short time when the Dominican friars took possession 
of it, with the consent of the Cistercians of Dunbrody, and 
O'Madden the dynast of the place. After having their 
possessions confirmed by a Bull of the Pope, which bore 
date 8th of October, 1426, the Dominicans erected a 
friary and church, which they dedicated to the Virgin, 
and the original patron saints. Pope Martyn V, a short 
time after granting the above mentioned Bull, gave in- 
dulgences to all those who had contributed to its erection. 

About a quarter of a mile to the south of the town, 



and convenient to the Marquis of Clanricarde's castle, are 
the extensive ruins of the Dominican friary, and, perhaps, 
the chapel which belonged to the Cistercians. From being 
closely surrounded with fine full grown timber, no part 
of the ruins appear, till of a sudden the east window, 
which is the one represented in the engraving, discloses 
itself to the view. The next object to draw the attention, 
after entering the churchyard, is another beautiful win- 
dow, which is more florid but less majestic in appearance 
than the one first seen. Its rich tracery being partly co- 
vered with ivy, renders the interior view far superior to 
the one taken from the outside. It is in the south tran- 
sept. The friary, which is cruciform, and in the Gothic 
style, is still in pretty good repair, the walls being nearly 
all to their original height, except the tower or steeple, 
which was sprung on four elegant pointed arches, whereof 
three still remain. One of the two which connected the 
nave and chancel has been totally taken down ; and the 
other, which is of elegant cut stone, is built up, so as that 
if a view of it was given, the beautiful window should be 
left out of the picture. The entrance is in the west end, 
and by a small doorway, over which is a painted arched 
window, and from which to the farthest end of the choir 
or chancel, measures above a hundred feet. The choir is 
twenty-one feet wide, and the side walls about sixteen 
feet in height, and served for the parish church till a cou- 
ple of years ago, when a new one being erected, which 
does much credit to its architect, it was forsaken and un- 
roofed. The baptistery is built against the north wall of 
the friary, and was entered by a small door from the 
choir, which is now built up. The ruined building which 
I take to be the Cistercian chapel, is joined to the north 
transept. Was it not for its ancient appearance, I should 
not doubt its being the church belonging to the friary.— 
The new church is in the south end of the town, and is a 
beautiful structure, with stone-sashed windows in the 
perpendicular style, and a lofty spire. The Roman Catho- 
lic chapel is a modern, well-built, and a spacious fabric. 

T.A. 
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About six miles from Killarney, on the new line to Ken- j Killarney side, and gives considerable effect to the~sur« 
mare, there h a tunnel, of which the above is a faithful rounding scenery, which is of the most picturesque de- 
sketch. Jt lies about a mile from Hyde's cottage, on the I scription, ' . 



